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Budget 
Estimate for 
Westside 
Firefighting 
Falls Short 


By Thomas K. Pendergast 


Although a 2020 City bond 
measure raised at least $151 
million to fund more robust 
water pipelines in San Fran- 
cisco’s westside neighbor- 
hoods to help put out poten- 
tially massive fires after a 
major earthquake, bad math 
and inflation are burning 
through that money, leaving 
large areas more vulnerable to 
conflagrations following the 
“big one.” 

At a Jan. 22, 2024, meeting 
of the Land Use and Transpor- 
tation Committee for the San 
Francisco Board of Supervi- 
sors, the competing interests 
and challenges faced by the 
City’s public safety depart- 
ments making longer term 
plans were brought to light. 

The Emergency Firefighting 
Water Supply (EFWS) sys- 
tem features much stronger 
pipelines operating separately 
from the City’s main water 
system. 

Initially built after the 1906 
earthquake because so many 
water mains and connections 
in the regular system were 
broken, resulting in insuffi- 
cient water pressure to fight 
fires, it was completed in 1913 
when most of San Francisco 
was built up in the northern 
and eastern parts of the City. 

After some additions in 
1986, the furthest the system 
goes west is 12th Avenue in 
the Richmond District and 
19th Avenue in the Sunset 
District. The hydrants for 
these are identified by red tops 
in the Richmond and black 
tops in the Sunset. 

Former city supervisors 
Sandra Lee Fewer and Gor- 
don Mar both pushed for 
the expansion of this system 
into western neighborhoods. 
Current District 1 Supervi- 
sor Connie Chan and District 
4 Supervisor Joel Engardio 
also support expansion of the 
EFWS 

In March of 2020, Proposi- 
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Former Richmond Resident 
Included in de Young Art Show 


By Noma Faingold 


“T love routine, but I hate rep- 
etition.” — Artist Emilio Villalba 

Former Richmond District 
resident Emilio Villalba’s small 
North Beach apartment is filled 
with natural light, vintage vinyl 
(including plenty of his favor- 
ite, Lou Reed) and carefully 
curated mid-century furniture. 
Paintings and sculptures line 
the white walls of his living 
room, created mostly by artist 
friends, some who share the 
same representation, Dolby 
Chadwick Gallery of San Fran- 
cisco. At first, it seems he would 
rather talk about their work than 
his own. 

The distinct smell of wet oil 
paint beckons from the adjacent 
room, the studio where 39-year- 
old Villalba and his artist wife, 
Michelle Fernandez Villalba, 
work. She is painting a small, 
intricate piece at an easel, while 
he is knee deep in a series of 
large paintings, which are super 
thick with layers of paint and 
densely populated with stylized 
(almost abstract) everyday ob- 


Artist Emilio Villalba in his 


jects, like a Budweiser beer bot- 
tle, a can of corn, a calculator, 
a basketball hoop and an old 
phone. He refers to the series 
as “collages,” but they’re real- 
ly not — the composition seems 
too random. He also calls them 
“minimalist,” but he happens to 
view Jackson Pollock’s work as 
minimalist, too. 

“When I first discovered 
Jackson Pollock, I thought his 
paintings looked punk,” Vil- 
lalba said. “It took me years to 
understand Pollack. There’s so 
much going on but it’s medita- 
tive. It feels more beautiful and 
elegant now.” 

Villalba recently finished the 
six-by-five-foot work called 
“Everything Is Something, No. 
9.” He is preparing at least 10 
paintings and some works on 
paper for his next solo show 
in September at the Nerman 
Museum of Contemporary Art, 
in Overland Park, a suburb of 
Kansas City. 

Each of the large “Everything 
is Something” paintings takes 
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North Beach studio (in his 
apartment) in front of one of his latest paintings, “Ev- 
erything Is Something, No. 9.” Five-by-six-foot oil on 


canvas. Photo by Noma Faingold. 


GG Park’s Stow Lake Renamed for Great Blue Heron 


7 ly 


By Thomas K. Pendergast 


Golden Gate Park’s Stow 
Lake is now called Blue Heron 
Lake after the lake’s original 
namesake William W. Stow’s 
antisemitic past was brought 
to light. 

On a 4-3 vote the SF Rec- 
reation and Park Commission 
made it official; from now on 
Blue Heron Lake will be the 
new name for one of the park’s 
more prominent destinations, 
along with the boathouse and 
drive circling around it. 

“We are delighted with the 
name change,” said Nancy 
DeStefanis, executive director 
of the San Francisco Nature 
Education. “The herons mean 
a lot to thousands of people in 
San Francisco who have visit- 
ed since I first identified and 
observed them in 1993.” 

Although sightings of the 
Great Blue Herons in Gold- 
en Gate Park were recorded 
as early as 1930s, DeStefanis 
was the first to document them 
breeding there after she saw 
nests in the trees on a small 
island in the lake sitting be- 
tween the boathouse and the 
larger island with the waterfall 
called Strawberry Hill. 

She said the herons visit the 
lake annually, sometime be- 
tween November and January, 
to start building and settling 
into their nests. 

Their chicks hatch in April 
and then they have three 
months to learn how to fly, 


DS 


A Great Blue Heron preens itself on a recent early 
morning on an island in the newly renamed Blue Heron 
Lake. Photo by Thomas K. Pendergast. 


abandoning their nests around 
the end of June or early in July. 

Throughout the intervening 
three decades, she has count- 
ed a total of 279 chicks fledge 
there and currently there are 
three active nests on two small 
islands at the lake. 

DeStefanis said that as soon 
as District 7 Supervisor Myr- 
na Melgar, whose district the 
park lies within, announced 
that Stow’s name would be 
replaced with something else 
she wrote Melgar to suggest 
Blue Heron Lake. 

Then she found out that the 
San Francisco Standard web- 
site was conducting a poll for 
possible new names. 

“We urged our members and 
supporters to vote for Blue 


Heron Lake and got over 900 
votes; three times the second 
top vote getter,” she said. 

The effort to rename the 
lake began a few years ago 
but didn’t really gain traction 
until redistricting put the lake 
in Melgar’s voting district and 
she found out that its name- 
sake was openly and virulently 
antisemitic. 

Stow served in the Califor- 
nia State from 1854 to 1856 
and became the speaker of the 
Assembly in 1855. 

While serving in the Assem- 
bly, he made headlines when 
he spoke against Jewish peo- 
ple directly from the Assem- 
bly floor, saying “I have no 
sympathy with the Jews, and 
(I would) enforce a regula- 


tion that would eliminate them 
from not only our county but 
from the entire state. I am for 
a Jew tax that is so high that 
(Jews) would not be able to 
operate any more shops. They 
are a class of people here only 
to make money and who leave 
the country as soon as they 
make money.” 

He also ran for California 
governor on the Know-Noth- 
ing Party ticket, a group that 
was notoriously xenophobic. 
Their platform called for the 
deportation of “foreign beg- 
gars” and “criminals,” a 21- 
year naturalization period for 
immigrants, mandatory Bible 
reading in schools, and bar- 
ring all Catholics from holding 
public office. 

“Over the last few weeks in 
our City we have seen a lot of 
conflict in discourse for things 
that are happening across the 
world,” Melgar said when she 
went in front of the commis- 
sion before the vote. “I think 
this is a good moment to take 
a stand as San Franciscans 
that we live the values of St. 
Francis de Assisi, who is our 
City’s namesake; that we stand 
for peace and that we stand for 
tolerance and justice and that 
our values reflect that in the 
naming of things that we hold 
in our public trust. And Stow 
Lake is one of them.” 

LaMonte’ Bishop, senior 
manager in policy and public 
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Cave Man 


What Golden Gate Park feature was 
displayed in a gentlemen’s club for 
years? 

The word “Bohemian” in the 19th 
century was applied to artists and 
other creative types. 19th century 
French speakers thought that Roma 
people (“Gypsies”) and others living 
in Parisian “lower-rent districts” came 
from the Czech region of Bohemia, 
according to the Merriam-Webster 
website, and the word was applied to 
artists associated with the area. 

The Bohemian Club was founded 
in 1872 in San Francisco. Its by-laws 
state the club is for “the association of 
gentlemen connected professionally 
with literature, art, music, the drama”’ 
though people through “their love or 
appreciation of these objects” can also 
be eligible. 

Only four women have been hon- 
orary members of the club; the latest 
being poet Ina Coolbrith who died 
in 1928, according to Alexis Coe. 
Women have not been granted full 
membership; in 2019 two members of 
the Sonoma County Board of Super- 
visors called for county attorneys to 
review the contract under which the 
Bohemian Club reimburses the county 
for law enforcement costs for the 
annual summer private gathering of 
club members at the Bohemian Grove 
along the Russian River, reported 
Guy Kovner for the Santa Rosa Press 
Democrat in 2019. 

Mark Twain became an honorary 
member in 1873. The club had few 
competitors in its early years as an 
organization in California for creatives 
to join, but over time other organiza- 
tions grew and by the 1920s, the club 
was no longer avant-garde and became 
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Sculptor Arthur Putnam was a 
member of the Bohemian Club 
when he created the Cave Man 
sculpture as a fun addition to 
the annual “grove play” at the 
private club in the early 1900s. 
The work can be found in Gold- 
en Gate Park, hidden among the 
trees just east of the de Young 
Museum. Photo by Michael Du- 
rand. 


increasingly private. 

Professor Michael Burns of Flor- 
ida’s Nova University Law Center 
said the Bohemian Club is “where the 
power brokers are,” according to a 
1987 article by Dan Morain in the LA 
Times. 

Though Bohemian Grove gatherings 
have attracted power brokers, like 
former presidents Ronald Reagan, 
Richard Nixon and George H.W. 
Bush, according to Dominic Fracassa 
writing for the SF Chronicle, the lub’s 


website describes the club as “a refuge 
from decision-making and other pres- 
sures” where conducting business is 
prohibited. 

Sculptor Arthur Putnam (1873- 
1930) joined the Bohemian Club in 
1903, according to a 1904 Bohemian 
Club membership list. Putnam studied 
animals of the American West and 
their anatomy in the course of his 
various jobs as slaughterhouse worker, 
surveyor and ranch hand in Califor- 
nia, according to his California Art 
Research Archive (CARA) biography. 
Putnam took art classes in San Fran- 
cisco and also assisted animal sculptor 
Edward Kemeys in Chicago before 
getting his first major commission in 
1903 from publisher E. W. Scripps. In 
1911, brain surgery partially paralyzed 
Putnam, effectively ending his career. 

Porter Garnett’s 1908 “The Bo- 
hemian Jinks: A Treatise” described 
cartoons and posters decorating the 
Bohemian Grove fitting the theme of 
“Midsummer High Jinks,” the term 
for the annual play for that summer’s 
grove play. 

The Cave Man statue that is in 
Golden Gate Park today was created 
“in compliment (sic) to the annual 
grove play,” according to the Aug. 6, 
1910, SF Call. At this point, the statue 
was still only plaster and was planned 
to be “bronze coated for its final 
resting place in the new clubhouse on 
Post street” in San Francisco. Bohemi- 
an Club members gave $2,000 for the 
bronze casting of the statue, according 
to the Aug. 12, 1910, SF Examiner. 
The bronze casting was done in Paris 
by Alexis Rudier, according to an in- 
scription on the pedestal. The left hand 


holds a piece of flint and while the 
right hand scratches the cave man’s 
head amazed at discovering how to 
make fire with flint. Putnam’s other 
sculptures for the Bohemian Club 
included two pumas, according to his 
CARA biography. 

Adolph Spreckels joined the Bo- 
hemian Club in 1878 according to a 
1904 Bohemian Club membership 
list; he and his wife Alma founded the 
Palace of the Legion of Honor Mu- 
seum, which later became the Legion 
of Honor and formally merged with 
the de Young Museum to create the 
Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco 
(FAMSF) in 1972, according to the 
FAMSF website. “The Cave Man” 
was described as Putnam’s most 
famous work in 1922 in a Washington 
Star article covering the founding of 
the California Legion of Honor in 
San Francisco. Mrs. Spreckels was 
giving 200 works of Putnam to the 
new museum. “Cave Man,” (listed 
without “the” on the FAMSF website) 
has an accession number of 1924.180, 
implying it was given in 1924. 

According to the FAMSF website, 
36 x 28 x 32 inches are the dimen- 
sions of the sculpture. 

Today, Cave Man is in the tree-cov- 
ered northeast corner of the George 
and Judy Marcus Garden of En- 
chantment to the east of the de Young 
Museum. The Garden’s western edge 
is a path running from the Music Con- 
course north to JFK Promenade and 
10th Avenue, passing the de Young’s 
side entry near the base of the Hamon 
Observatory Tower. 


Blue Heron Lake 
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affairs with the San Francisco Recre- 
ation and Parks Department, provid- 
ed the commission with a little more 
background on Stow before they voted 
to strip the lake of his name. 

After his short political career, Stow 
moved to San Francisco and became a 
successful attorney with a high-pow- 
ered law firm that mostly handled land 
use issues. 

According to Bishop, from 1878 to 
1893 he became the “political strong 
arm” for the industrialist and railway 
magnate Collis P. Huntington, one of 
the men who promoted the Central 
Pacific Railroad’s extension across the 
West, making possible the first trans- 
continental railroad in 1869. Stow 
helped the railroads build through his 
ability to raise funds and gain political 
favors, becoming a key political strat- 


egist for Huntington. 

In 1889 he joined the Recreation and 
Park Commission and raised money 
to build the lake in Golden Gate Park, 
which was completed in 1893. 

Stow would die suddenly and unex- 
pectedly two years later in 1895. 

To select a new name, Bishop said, 
an informal citywide poll was conduct- 
ed by the San Francisco Standard from 
Dec. 4th through the 17th, 2023. 

Readers were asked to choose from 
a wide variety of candidates and a to- 
tal of 3,336 votes were submitted. Of 
those, 985 were for Blue Heron Lake, 
with the runner up name of Strawber- 
ry Lake polling a distant second at 346 
votes. 

One of the other candidates was 
a Black woman named Mary Ellen 
Pleasant, known as the Rosa Parks of 
San Francisco after she sued the City 
for being denied a ride on a trolley car 
in 1867. 

Almost 90 years later, her case was 
reportedly referenced by U.S. Supreme 
Court Justice Thurgood Marshall 
during the Rosa Parks case. 

“We certainly don’t have enough 
things in our City named after women, 
particularly women of color,’ Melgar 
told the commission. “But by far in our 


poll the most popular name was Blue 
Heron because of all of the great con- 
servation work with the heron.” 

The commission actually made two 
votes that day; the first being whether 
or not to strip Stow’s name from the 
lake. 

That vote came in at six in favor and 
one against. 

Voting against was Commissioner 
Larry Mazzola, who didn’t hesitate to 
say why he dissented. 

“There’s no way I condone any- 
thing this guy did or said,” Mazzola 
explained. “Obviously, the dude was a 
scumbag racist crap-weasel. 

“Growing up in this city for my 
whole life — 54 years — I know it as 
Stow Lake, Pll always call it Stow 
Lake, even if the name gets changed. 

“Tt’s just something that happened in 
the 1800s,” he elaborated. “If you go 
back and start looking at every street 
and everything in this city, you’re go- 
ing to find a whole hell of a lot more. 

“And you’re probably going to find 
some that were racist toward Italians. 
But I wouldn’t want to go change that 
name at this point. I think that there’s 
more important things that we should 
be doing and this isn’t one of them.” 
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VIRTUAL MEETING 
FEBRUARY 22, 5-7 P.M. 
OR 


IN-PERSON ON SATURDAY MARCH 2 
11:30 A.M. — 1:30 P.M. 

San Francisco Public Library 

Richmond Meeting Room 

351 9th Avenue 


Learn about how SFMTA balances its budget! 
SFMTA.com/Budget 
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City Hall 


Supervisor Connie Chan 


The Richmond Is Not For Sale 


Last December IJ sent out a message 
to Richmond neighbors about the 
mayor and her Planning Department’s 
plan to upzone the entire City, which 
would increase the building height 
limit on our streets. In the Richmond, 
this means Geary Boulevard could 
have buildings as tall as 140 feet 
at some intersections. I asked our 
community for input on these plans 
because your voices are important in 
this process. 

I heard from so many of you and 
from small business owners on Geary 
Boulevard, Balboa Street and all along 
Clement Street telling me that their 
landlords are increasing their rent at 
an unreasonable rate. Some even told 
me that their landlords are considering 
selling their buildings for a windfall 
profit in this development push and 
they are concerned that this trend will 
only increase if this proposal passes. 


They weren’t the only ones. Tenants 
wrote in worrying about possible 
displacement. Aging homeowners 
expressed concerns about being priced 
out. In fact, the vast majority of those 
who wrote or called had serious con- 
cerns about the plans underway in the 
mayor’s office. Their stories demon- 
strate the pitfalls of a one-size-fits-all 
planning approach. It may work for 
developers and speculative investors 
whose focus is to turn profits, but it 
certainly isn’t working for our resi- 
dents and merchants, and it certainly 
won’t develop the type of affordable 
housing the Richmond desperately 
needs. 

For the Richmond — named one 
of the coolest neighborhoods in the 
world — my message as your district 
supervisor to speculative investors and 
profiteers has been clear: We are not 
for sale. 


Instead, our residents demand fund- 
ing to build more affordable family 
housing. We want developers to build 
the housing developments the City has 
already approved, like the Lucky Pen- 
ny project and housing at Alexandria 
Theatre. We want meaningful planning 
solutions and sufficient resources to 
build housing that San Franciscans can 
actually afford, and we want to protect 
our residents and small businesses 
against displacement. 

Most importantly, we reject being 
told by the mayor’s office what should 
be happening in our neighborhood. 
Instead, we demand recognition of 
our needs and a response to our asks. 
This is one of those moments that City 
Hall is telling us what works for them 
instead of what works for us. But the 
Richmond is not, and never will be, 
for sale. 

We are also facing a potential blow 
with a new law passed earlier this year 
by Senator Scott Wiener which would 
single San Francisco out for penalties 
for not meeting the goal of 82,000 
new units by 2031. We know we need 
to continue to build the affordable 
housing that San Francisco and the 
Richmond desperately need, but this 
law ignores the economic realities of 
market-driven housing development. 
The City’s own records show that San 
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Francisco currently has 70,000 hous- 
ing units approved for development, 
and more than 60,000 empty units 
available for rent. Clearly, what we 
need are resources to actually build the 
units already approved, and funding 
to build affordable units, not punitive 
mandates that take away critical hous- 
ing funds. 

This is why, last month, SF Board 
of Supervisors President Aaron Peskin 
and I jointly sent a letter to City Attor- 
ney David Chiu to ask him to review 
the law and provide advice on our 
legal options to defend our tenants, 
small businesses and homeowners 
against displacement. 

The Richmond is not immune to 
development pressures and displace- 
ment, as well as many other problems 
that the rest of the City faces. I know 
this because I work to bring resources 
to our district to keep our streets clean 
and safe, including increased funding 
for the Police Department, retired 
police ambassadors to help patrol our 
corridors, Public Works staff to clean 
up hot spots and the expansion of 
street crisis teams to tackle the mental 
health crisis not just downtown but 
also on the west side of our City. 

We continue to welcome new small 
businesses on Geary Boulevard, Bal- 
boa and Clement streets even during 
the pandemic. We facilitate offers 
of housing vouchers and long-term 
housing to fire victims so they can 
continue to live in the Richmond, 
especially our monolingual residents. 
We support small businesses with their 
lease negotiations, grants when they 
suffer burglaries and vandalism, and 
we make sure to bring Public Works to 
their doorsteps when additional clean- 
up is needed with trash and graffiti. 
We also improve our access to public 
transit and provide more parking for 
our small businesses with Geary BRT. 
Now, we are fighting against displace- 
ment as an entire community. 

I’ve been proud to stand with our 
residents to support these efforts. I 
know we are making progress because 
we work together as a community, and 
we are inclusive in our outreach and 
process. But right now, there are active 
forces trying to divide us, and people 
who have not done the work want to 
simply buy what we have worked so 
hard to build together. I will continue 
to build with the Richmond commu- 
nity so that we can all continue to live 
and thrive in the coolest neighborhood 
in the world! 

Connie Chan represents District 
I on the San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors. She can be reached at 
415-554-7410 or chanstaff@ sfgov.org. 
Find an archive of her columns online 
at RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


The Chinese New Year 
Treasure Hunt is Back! 
This annual urban adventure game has 
delighted thousands of participants since 
1989. It's a treasure hunt for information 
in Chinatown, North Beach, Telegraph Hill, 
and the Financial District, with the Chinese 
New Year Parade as a backdrop. Teams of 
two to nine people each compete, solving 
clues leading to obscure landmarks, forgot- 
ten architectural delights, secret views and 
vestiges of San Francisco's colorful past 
(and present). The teams solving the most 
clues in the shortest time receive prizes and 
bragging rights. Clues involve wordplay, 
puzzles, trivia, anagrams, map reading and 
other fun challenges. They're designed to 
be solvable by a team, so working together 
is key to succeeding! There are four divi- 
sions or competition levels, offering clues 
suitable for all skill levels, from beginners 
to experts. Partial proceeds benefit the San 
Francisco Circus Center. It happens on Sat., 
Feb. 24, 2-7:30 p.m., starting and ending 
at Telegraph Hill Neighborhood Center, 
555 Chestnut St. Information and tickets at 
sftreasurehunts.com. 
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Emilio Villalba 
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eight weeks to finish, even though Vil- 
lalba paints virtually every day. A lot of 
layering goes into them. They take at 
least three months to dry. 

“It’s not what you paint, it’s how 
you paint,” he said. “They go through 
many stages. I like what happens to 
the shapes because of the thick paint. 
There’s something really nice about 
painting thick-on-thick.” 

When Villalba starts one of these 
works, he has no concept, no agenda. 
Just a feeling that guides him. Most of 
the objects featured come from his im- 
mediate surroundings, including from 
his daily walks in the neighborhood. If 
he sees a fork on the ground, he might 
photograph it and it could become part 
of a painting. Other reoccurring ob- 
jects, like an Apple computer or phone 
from the 1980s, he draws from mem- 
ory. He likens the paintings to journal 
entries. 

“I don’t think these paintings mean 
anything other than they’re a repre- 
sentation of me through still life,” he 
said. “The way I paint them, I feel like 
I’m putting myself into them, tweaking 
them, re-interpreting them and arrang- 
ing them on a canvas.” 

Villalba, who was born in Chula Vis- 
ta, California, remembers being good 
at drawing at a young age, even though 
the only art in his home was a Henri 
Matisse print from the goldfish series 
and a print and coffee table book of 
folklore surrealist Marc Chagall, a fa- 
vorite of his mother. 

His parents are Mexican and Villal- 
ba was used to living in the somewhat 
diverse cities in Southern California of 
Montebello and Tustin until the fam- 
ily moved to a new development in 
Orange County called Aliso Viejo. He 
was already a shy child, and the sterile 
suburban surroundings was a culture 
shock. 


FOR THE 
PLANET 
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Emilio Villalba’s painting of his wife, artist Michelle Fernandez Villal- 
ba in their Richmond District kitchen. Courtesy photo. 


“I grew up very dorky. I had glasses, 
braces and a bowl cut,” Villalba said. 
“T had very few friends. I spent a lot of 
time by myself reading and drawing.” 

In the last couple of years of high 
school, Villalba started to come out 
of his shell. In his first year of under- 
grad studying animation at the Art In- 
stitute of California in Santa Ana, he 
discovered artist Jean-Michel Basquiat 
through the film, “Basquiat,” screened 
in a class. “I saw that movie and it 
changed my life,” said Villalba. “T tried 
to quit school, but my parents wouldn’t 
let me.” 

After graduating, he worked in the 
animation field for a year but hated 
it because it was essentially a desk 
job. He quit and moved back in with 
his parents for a few months. His fa- 
ther advised him to paint and build up 
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his portfolio to get accepted into grad 
school. 

“IT went to a landscape painting class 
at a community college and quit after 
one day. I knew this is not how I want 
to paint,” said Villalba. “I did have a 
drive, though.” 

He admits all the paintings he made 
that summer were like a combination 
of Chagall and Basquiat. 

“It was Chagall’s floating fig- 
ures mixed with Basquiat’s style and 
words,” said Villalba. 

The Academy of Art brought Villal- 
ba to San Francisco, where he earned 
his MFA. He currently teaches part 
time at Cafiada College and has taught 
art at several Bay Area institutions 
since 2011. 

“I love teaching, but it can get in 
the way,” he said. “I like being able to 
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paint full time. I don’t even take naps.” 

As his style continues to evolve, he’s 
picked up more artistic influences, in- 
cluding with his most current thick 
work, Gerard Richter, David Park and 
Stanley Whitney. For his portraits, Lu- 
cian Freud has been an inspiration. He 
is also drawn to such Spanish masters 
as Diego Velazquez, Francisco Goya 
and Pablo Picasso. The Bauhaus move- 
ment has also had an impact on him. 

“Every year, I have a new hero,” he 
said. 

Just as significant in what informs 
Villalba’s work are his surroundings. 
When he lived in the Richmond Dis- 
trict in 2019, his paintings had a neutral 
palate, including gray and white interi- 
ors. “There was a quiet, intimate, do- 
mestic kind of feeling with a touch of 
sci-fi and surrealism in those,” he said. 

When he moved to the Mission Dis- 
trict, he started painting with more col- 
or. 

“Every time we moved the new en- 
vironment helped direct the work,” Vil- 
lalba said. 

Even the painting he was invited to 
create by his artist friend Chelsea Ryo- 
ko Wong of San Francisco, based on 
The Peaceable Kingdom series by Ed- 
ward Hicks (1826), for the upcoming 
de Young exhibit, Lee Mingwei: Ritu- 
als of Care, Feb. 17-July 7, has a local 
spin. Portraits of his wife Michelle, 
Wong and a self-portrait are in the mix, 
as is a shipping container in the back- 
ground (replacing a boat in the original 
painting). 

“It’s very exciting. I haven’t had a 
piece at the de Young before,” said Vil- 
lalba. “I’m going to the opening.” 

“Lee Mingwei: Rituals of Care,” de 
Young Museum, 50 Hagiwara Tea Gar- 
den Dr., Feb. 17-July 7. Learn more at 
Jamsf.org. 

To see more of Emilio Villalba’s 
work, go to @emilio_villalba (Insta- 
gram), emiliovillalbaart.com and dol- 
bychadwickgallery.com. 
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John M. Lee 


Buying Your First Home 


What should you consid- 
er before buying your first 
home? This is an extremely 
important question. For most 
people, this is the largest 
financial investment they 
will ever make in their lives. 
Buying a home can be ex- 
tremely exciting and owning 
a home is still considered to 
be achieving the American 
Dream by many. 

With the median priced 
single family home selling for 
about $1.45 million in San 
Francisco, this is a serious in- 
vestment that requires you to 
carefully prepare and consider 
your choices before you make 
the jump into homeowner- 
ship. 

Can you afford to buy a 
home? The prices are high, 
but are lower than they were 
a couple of years ago. The 
interest rate is higher, but 
when the rates go down, you 
can refinance for a lower 
monthly payment. What is the 
worst that can happen if you 
take out a 30-year mortgage? 
You will have the home all 
paid for in 30 years and own 
the home free and clear. What 
is the alternative? Rent for 
the next 30 years and still do 
not own a home and lose the 
equity you could have had. 

With the stock market hit- 
ting all-time highs, inflation 
under control, lower listing 
inventory and the Feds sig- 
naling its readiness to lower 


rates, signs are pointing to a 
real estate bottom — this might 
be a good entry point into the 
market. 

When buying a home, there 
are a lot of costs, including 
the down payment, loan fees, 
title and escrow charges, 
moving expenses and fur- 
nishing the home. In addition, 
there will be ongoing ex- 
penses, such as the mortgage, 
property taxes, insurance 
and maintenance. Make sure 
that you have enough to pay 
for these and have long-term 
financial stability before mak- 
ing a commitment. 

The method of financing is 
extremely important. I have 
been recommending 30-year 
fixed loans for a while, but 
with the interest rates poised 
to go down, it might be wise 
to get an adjustable or a 
5-7 year fixed rate loan and 
refinance later as these have 
lower initial interest rates. 

Homeownership is only a 
smart move if you plan on 
keeping the home for a while. 
I think that means a minimum 
of five years to ride through 
the up and down real estate 
cycle if you need to. There 
are so many costs associated 
with the purchase and sale 
of a home that it is next to 
impossible to come out ahead 
if you sell a short time after 
you purchase. You will also 
be unlikely to have built up 
any equity in your home since 
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most of your mortgage pay- 
ment initially will be going 
toward the interest on the 
loan, not the principal. 

There is nothing wrong 
with renting if you want to 
stay flexible. Wait to buy 
a house until you are ina 
place where you want to put 
down roots. Once you have 
gotten to that point, then 
home ownership makes a 
lot of sense from a financial 
standpoint. Not only will you 
reap the benefits of apprecia- 
tion over the years, but there 
are also tax advantages to 
owning a home. You will be 
able to write off the mortgage 
interest and property taxes on 
your federal and state income 
taxes, subject to certain 
restrictions. You will be able 
to realize up to $500,000 tax- 
free gain if you are married, 
or $250,000 if single, when 
you sell. Those who own a 
home are able to keep quite a 
bit more money in their pock- 
et over time than renters can. 

The other decisions when 
you are ready to purchase a 
home are whether to buy a 
single-family home, a condo 
or a multi-unit property to 
help with the mortgage. Do 
you need a home that is all 
fixed up or would you prefer 


Richmond Homes Sold in January* 


Address Bed 


Bath Sq. Ft. Price 


466 Point Lobos 


2.00 1,892 1,411,000 


554-18th Ave. 


150 2,015 1,500,000 


834-47th Ave. 


100 1,883 1,600,000 


55 Loraine 


2.00 1404 1,700,000 


3927 Clement 


2.00 2,020 1,715,000 


3234 Anza 


400 2,721 1,860,000 


734-11th Ave. 


2.50 1,874 2,523,000 


*Partial listing. Source: M.L.S. 


to buy a fixer upper and put 
some sweat equity into it to 
build up value? What ameni- 
ties and features are important 
to you? 

Do you need a home that is 
close to work to minimize the 
commute? Do you need to be 
close to public transit? How 
about the school district for 
your children? Is a communi- 
ty important to you? Do you 
want to be close to shops, 
restaurants and other conve- 
niences? How much outdoor 
space do you need? 

As you can see, making the 
decision to purchase is only 
the first step. Implementing 
that decision will require 
much more work and guid- 
ance. When you’re ready to 
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buy, I suggest you work with 
a competent real estate agent, 
lender, accountant and per- 
haps an attorney if necessary 
to develop a plan for execu- 
tion. 

Finding the perfect home 
can be exciting and rewarding 
with the right team in place 
and will provide long-term 
financial security for you and 
your family. 

John M. Lee is a broker 
with Compass specializing 
in the Richmond and Sunset 
districts. If you have any real 
estate questions, call him at 
415-465-0505 or email at 
Johnlee @isellsf.com. Find 
an archive of his columns at 
RichmondSunsetNews.com. 
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. Gymnast's perfect 
score 
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. Voting coalitions 
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. Therapeutic hands- 
on healing practice 

. Made a mistake 

. Feeling of rage 

. QB's stat 


JAMES J. RUSSO, CPA 


Income Tax Preparation and Planning 


Tax Time is Here 
Taxes are never easy! 
Use the best — a “CPA” 
| have an M.S. in tax + 30 yrs. of experience 
Please call for an appointment 


JamesJRusso@gmail.com / 415-759-5086 
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Chris Canning 


Festivities are rapidly 
approaching! Chinese New 
Year is a major celebration all 
over the world. San Francisco 
is celebrating the Lunar New 
Year with our City’s world-fa- 
mous parade — the largest in 
the United States. 

The marking of the new 
year brings fireworks, pa- 
rades, bright lights and the ex- 
citement and hope of a fresh 
start. We are eager to cele- 
brate the Year of the Dragon, 
Gung Hay Fat Choy! 

It’s difficult to think of 


a better place to enjoy San 
Francisco and the optimism of 
a new year than our Rich- 
mond neighborhood. While 
we aren’t without struggle, 
our community is made up of 
people who come together, 
roll up their sleeves and leave 
challenges in the rear-view 
mirror. It is an honor to work 
with all of Richmond Station 
serving our community. 
Safety has been top-of-mind 
for some in our community. 
We wanted to let you know 
that immediate responses to 


(and follow up investigations 
of) crimes and emergency 
requests are the SFPD’s top 
priority. We at Richmond 
Station wanted to forward 
proactive information to you, 
so you can stay informed 
and share this information 
with your friends, family and 
neighbors. 


Be A Part Of It - 
Get Involved! 

Richmond Station officers 
work hard to protect the 
neighborhood, and we would 
like to encourage you to be an 
active participant in helping 
keep the Richmond District 
safe. Here are some ways 
you can connect with other 
community members and the 
SFPD to help create a safer 
city for us all: 

¢ Start or join a neighbor- 
hood watch group. 


F"HONY 


sfsymphony.org/Iny 
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¢ Attend our in-person 
community meetings and con- 
nect with neighbors and the 
community (fourth Thursday 
of every month at 5 p.m., call 
Richmond Police Station for 
location information: 415- 
666-8000). 

¢ Subscribe to city agency 
newsletters and social media 
to stay connected. 

¢ If you see something, say 
something. 


If You See Something, 
Say Something 
Suspicious activity is any 

observed and articulable 
behavior that could indicate 

a crime-related incident has 
been committed or is about 

to be committed. Articulable 
means you can express, ex- 
plain or describe objective ob- 
servations to our dispatchers 
and/or officers that lead you to 


believe a person violated (or 
is about to violate) a law or 
regulation. Race, gender, reli- 
gion, socio-economic status, 
style of dress, choice of hair- 
style, etc. should never be a 
factor in classifying someone 
as suspicious. Some examples 
of suspicious activity: 

¢ Individual(s) peering into 
vehicles. 

¢ Individual(s) trying door 
handles to vehicles and/or 
residences to gain access. 

¢ Individual(s) following 
delivery trucks to see where 
the truck is dropping off 
packages. 

While this isn’t an exhaus- 
tive list, nor absolute confir- 
mation of a crime, we hope 
these examples will assist 
you should you ever need to 
call the police. Please call 


Continued on page 8 
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Commentary 


Quentin L. Kopp 


Voting Recommendations 


“Far more important to me is, that 
I should be loyal to what I regard as 
the law of my political belief, which 
is this: A belief that a country is best 
governed, which is least governed.” 
On June 19, 1972, one George Hoad- 
ley so declared at the Ohio Constitu- 
tional Convention, the third Constitu- 
tional Convention in Ohio’s history as 
a state. 

Nevertheless, San Franciscans can 
demonstrate agreement or disagree- 
ment with that hoary shibboleth on 
March 5, 2024, (or before by mail, 
City Hall and other designated places) 
in California’s primary. Confronting 
taxpayers and other voters are seven 
local ballot measures and one state 
measure, together with presidential, 
Congressional and legislative pri- 
maries. Good government inspires 
your devoted Independent (since May 
1985) and non-partisan scribe to gurgi- 
tate his well-honed recommendations. 

We begin with the United States 
Senate, respecting which three promi- 
nent Democratic U.S. House of Repre- 
sentatives members (two from South- 
ern California and one from Northern 
California) are campaigning for nom- 
ination, and one equally well-known 
Republican seeks GOP approval for 
the Nov. 5 general election under a 
system which thrusts only the top two 
finishers into the runoff. I’m voting for 
former Major League Baseball player 
Steve Garvey who outshone the three 
participating Democrats last month in 
a television debate. Garvey is not just 
a baseball “jock,” he’s informed, bub- 
bly and straightforward. I served leg- 
islatively with two of the Democrats, 
Lee and Schiff, and they’re flawed 
with self-righteousness and partisan 
supremacy. The third, Katie Porter, is 
the choice for all you “progressives.” 
As I write, polls show Garvey running 
well enough to achieve the November 
runoff against Schiff. 

Although unusual but not unprec- 
edented, there are two San Francisco 
Superior Court judges, well known 


LIKE THEY’RE PART 
OF OUR FAMILY. 


Cunty, Biscuits & Secret 
Bundts Garden 


a 


for granting pretrial release without 
bail to defendants accused of felonies, 
who are challenged. Jean Myungjin 
Roland, a veteran prosecutor and 
assistant district attorney, who has 
served 22 years in such office, merits 
election over incumbent Beggert. 
Similarly, Chip Zecher, a trial attorney 
who served on then-Mayor Gavin 
Newsom’s mayoral 2003 transition 
team and in 2019 was appointed to the 
Board of Trustees of Hastings Law 
School, merits election over another 
judge who repeatedly has released fel- 
ony drug-dealing defendants without 
bail while felony charges against them 
were pending. Vote for the challeng- 
ers. 

I recommend David Lee, founder 
of the Chinese Voters League for 
Assembly District 19, an open seat en- 
compassing our west side, plus Colma, 
Daly City and South San Francisco 
in San Mateo County but will not 
be unhappy of Supervisor Catherine 
Stephani from the Marina District is 
the Democratic candidate. Both are 
worthy legislators. Republicans need 
not apply. That’s also true regarding 
Assembly District 17 because in- 
cumbent Matt Haney seeks assured 
re-election opposed by Democrat Dale 
Otto and Republican Manuel No- 
ris-Berrara. I’ll vote for Otto. 

My longtime friend Nancy Pelosi 
will be justifiably reelected to the US. 
House of Representatives in District 
11 and Kevin Mullen will vanquish 
opponents in District 15, represent- 
ing a small part of San Francisco and 
half of San Mateo County. He merits 
reelection. 

Let’s not forget the State Senate 
where I’ve endorsed Yvette Corkrean, 
hoping she’ll terminate Scott Wiener’s 
career in politics. Ms. Corkrean is a 
vibrant nurse whose headquarters is 
at 2269 Chestnut St., Room 225, lev- 
el-headed and unimpaired by partisan 
philosophy. 

There are also seven local ballot 
measures. Proposition A constitutes 
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more debt for San Francisco taxpayers 
as a borrowing of $300 million for 
new rental housing ($240 million), 
developing and rehabilitating existing 
housing ($30 million) and developing 
low-income housing ($30 million). 

A property tax increase would be 
allowed as needed and landlords could 
charge tenants 50% of any conse- 
quent property tax increase, The San 
Francisco Taxpayer Association (of 
which I’m president) recommends a 
“no” vote. City Hall already has some 
$500 million in excess funds for such 
activity. 

Proposition B, the “cop tax,” 
represents another tax increase and 
an “earmark” of at least $16.8 mil- 
lion annually for another 120 police 
officers next year, increasing by about 
$18 million annually until fiscal year 
2028-2029. This is the “brainchild” 
of Supervisor Ahsha Safai, a mayoral 
candidate in November. Adding cops 
is a city priority, but you don’t condi- 
tion it upon increasing taxes. Reject 
the “cop tax”; there’s enough money 
in City Hall’s $14.6 billion budget to 
fund more cops. 

Proposition C merits approval, if 
only because it reduces another of San 
Francisco’s unjustified taxes, i.e., the 
transfer tax. I fought its imposition 
when I was a state senator because it 
exceeds the cost of recording doc- 
uments in a sale or purchase of real 
property. Now, City Hall, with the 
notion of converting office buildings 
to housing, thinks the taxpayer tax is 
unjustified. I'll play that silly game if 
we can eliminate the transfer tax and 
this measure can decrease such tax if 
a commercial property is converted to 
residential use. The Board of Supervi- 
sors couldn’t increase such tax; only 
voters could. 

The Ethics Commission, which 
remains as ineffective as four years 
ago when I was a commissioner but 
resigned because of its lackluster in- 
vestigation staff, presents an ordinance 
to strengthen its ability to stop gov- 
ernment corruption. It’s Proposition D 
and I'll vote for it only because Con- 
troller Ben Rossenfield, who retired 
Jan. 31 after a noble career, reports 
such ordinance will cost taxpayers 
only about $25,000 annually. Propo- 
sition E demonstrates good govern- 
ment by Mayor London Breed, whose 
re-election Nov. 5 I unequivocally 
support. It permits police to be police 


Police Beat 
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9-1-1 for an emergency response, and 
415-553-0123 for a non-emergency 
response. 


Be Part of SFPD — Join Our Team 
San Francisco is a world-class city 

with a world-class police department. 
Across our incredible 49 square miles, 
whether we’re on foot patrol, bicycle 
patrol, on mobile patrol in a radio 
car, investigating crimes, responding 
to emergencies or leading classes on 
public safety, we’re committed to 
every effort that will increase safety in 


and use utility drones, surveillance 
cameras, pursue violent misdemeanor 
suspects and reduce paperwork; I urge 
its passage. I also urge passage of 
Proposition F, another policy ordi- 
nance by Mayor Breed which requires 
anyone receiving municipal health 
services, employment assistance, 
housing, utilities or food from tax- 
payers to be screened for illegal drug 
usage if single and younger than 65 in 
order to qualify. It’s common sense, 
but yet Mayor Breed is criticized for 
Prop. F by left-wingers. Finally, my 
friend, ex-USF Law School Dean John 
Trasvina and others who care about 
public education, including Christine 
Linnenbach, president of Friends of 
Lowell Foundation and I, have submit- 
ted a policy declaration compelling the 
Board of Education to restore Algebra 
to the eighth-grade curriculum in our 
public schools. Vote “yes,” please. 

There are multiple candidates for 
USS. president awaiting voter reaction 
and I won’t take your time to analyze 
each one. I hope former South Caroli- 
na Gov. Nikki Haley can give Repub- 
licans a choice other than draft-dodger 
Trump, and Democrats provide some- 
one besides Joe Biden for re-election. 
I do, however, recommend for the 
Democratic County Committee Greg 
Hardeman of the Elevator Union in 
Assembly District 19, Sal Roselli, an 
old friend of mine in District 17 plus 
Nancy Tung, Esq., chief prosecutor in 
the D.A.’s office and Supervisor Matt 
Dorsey. For its Republican counter- 
part, I like moderate Jay Donde, Esq., 
in District 19 plus John Dennis, Yvette 
Corkrean and Jeremiah Boehner. 

In District 17, I recommend David 
Cuadro, Bill Jackson, Janice Wong 
and Josh Wolff. 

Don’t forget to reject state Propo- 
sition 1, a $6.4 billion bond issue for 
social service housing which, with 40 
years of interest, will cost about $810 
million annually for 30 years to repay! 

Vote early and often on March 5, as 
wizened political elders used to tell 
me. 

Quentin Kopp is a former San 
Francisco supervisor, state senator, SF 
Ethics Commission member, president 
of the California High Speed Rail 
Authority governing board and retired 
Superior Court judge. 


our community. We welcome prospec- 
tive recruits who desire to serve and 
protect the City of San Francisco and 
its people under the principles of law, 
justice and a commitment to providing 
safety with respect for all. 

¢ Text “JoinSFPD” to 415-704-3688 
to apply today. 

¢ For more information, go to san- 
franciscopolice.org/your-sfpd/careers/ 
sworn-job-openings. 

¢ Contact SFPD’s Recruitment Unit 
at 415-837-7270 or joinsfpd@sfgov. 
org. 

Captain Chris Canning is the com- 
manding officer at SFPD’s Richmond 
Station. He can be reached at 415- 
666-8000 or chris .canning@ sfgov.org. 
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Assembly 


Assemblymember Phil Ting 


New Lunar New Year State Holiday 


I want to wish you and your family 
good health and prosperity, as we cel- 
ebrate the Lunar New Year. The Year 
of the Dragon in 2024 is expected to 
bring favorable conditions for change, 
and I’m happy to report there’s already 
one that I’m proud of. 

For the first time, Californa’s 116 
community colleges have the option 
of observing the Lunar New Year as a 
state holiday. That’s because my bill, 
AB-264, was signed by the governor 
a few months ago and took effect this 
year, potentially allowing nearly two 
million students to commemorate the 
occasion. Under the legislation, cam- 
pus leaders can combine Lincoln’s and 
Washington’s birthdays as one holiday, 
then add Lunar New Year as another. 
By doing so, we do not increase the 


number of days schools are closed. 

While the California Community 
Colleges Chancellor’s Office does 
not track how many locations will be 
participating, our own City College 
of San Francisco (CCSF) is finalizing 
plans to celebrate and recognize the 
Lunar New Year as outlined in my 
Assembly bill. 

Students and staff tell me they’ re 
excited to be allowed to celebrate this 
important holiday. Asian and immi- 
grant community college students at 
CCSF and other schools throughout 
the state no longer have to decide 
between going to class or celebrating 
with their loved ones. They can now 
spend time with family, friends and 
their community, as well as reflect on 
their culture and history. 


Liz Hanowsky Law 


An SF native here to serve your legal needs 


Estate Planning, Real Property, 
Landlord-Tenant & More 
415.484.8339 www.hanowskyesq.com 


stmonicasf.org 


utsideLands.org 
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Western Neighborhoods Project 


Commemorating the Lunar New 
Year also has a societal benefit. The 
holiday can help foster greater cultural 
understanding during a time when hate 
incidents against the Asian American 
Pacific Islander community are still 
happening. When we give people time 
to reflect on the special significance 
of this celebration and create oppor- 
tunities to learn about each other, we 
encourage acceptance, not hate. 

City College of San Francisco 
Board of Trustee President Alan Wong 
started the ball rolling in 2022 by 
passing a resolution, urging the state 
Legislature to amend the California 
Community College Education Code 
to allow the Lunar New Year obser- 
vance. I answered the call, stepping 
up to take this holiday statewide under 
AB-264 and succeeding. I want to 
thank everyone who contacted their 
state representatives, asking them to 
support my bill. 

Let’s celebrate this victory by join- 
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ing me at two local Lunar New Year 
events. I will be participating the San 
Francisco Chinese New Year Parade 
again this year. It will be held Satur- 
day, Feb. 24, at 5:15 p.m., starting at 
Second and Market streets. This year’s 
Grand Marshal is talented actress and 
rapper, Awkwafina, who was also born 
in the Year of the Dragon. 

Then on Friday, March 1, state 
leaders, including myself, will be 
hosting a celebration at our offices at 
455 Golden Gate Ave, 1-3 p.m. More 
details will become available on my 
website, as the date gets closer. 

I hope to see you at one or both 
events! 

Phil Ting represents the 19th Assem- 
bly District, which includes the west 
side of San Francisco along with the 
communities of Broadmoor, Colma 
and Daly City as well as part of South 
San Francisco. Find an archive of his 
columns at RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


WORKER 
OWNED 
CO-OP 


> 100% Organic 
? Produce 


5% Discount 
EBT & 60+ 


Sf. 


Abigai [G fynn 
Realtor - Broker / NOTARY PUBLIC / Residential Leasing Agent / DRE # 00512752 


I have been a residential rental agent in SF for 35+ years. I find 
tenants for landlords for reasonable fees. I show the property that is 


for rent and I write up all the necessary paperwork. Please call for 


more information. 


Cell: 415-827-2434 / AbigailGlynn@prodigy.net / 5014 Geary Blvd., SF 94118 


COME SOAR WITH US AT 
SAINT MONICA SCHOOL 


Saint Monica School is an inclusive Catholic community of K-8 learners, 
rich in diversity of faith, culture, ethnicity and talent. 


Take a tour to learn more about our exceptional academic program, 
including newly renovated Science Center and STEM program. 


5950 Geary Blvd., SF, CA. | office@stmonicasf.org | 415.751.9564 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


BAZAAR CAFE EVENTS 
Live Music and Events at Bazaar Cafe, 5927 California St. All shows at 7 p.m. unless 
otherwise indicated. 
Open Mic Thursdays (originals and public domain). 
Friday, Feb. 2: Jaffe Songwriter Showcase (first Fridays). 
Saturday, Feb. 3: Aleta Simone. 
Sunday, Feb 4: Writer's Salon (first Sundays), 6 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 10: Makers’ Market, 10 a.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 10: Mokai/Sweetwater Jam. 
Sunday, Feb. 11 Secret Songs Club, 1 p.m. 
Wednesday. Feb. 14: Used Fiction. 
Friday, Feb. 16: Comedy Night (third Fridays). 
Saturday, Feb. 24: Musical Storytime (all ages). 


COMMENTARIES AND LETTERS 
From the editor: All commentaries we publish are the opinions of the writers and should 
not be considered our editorial stances on issues. We strive to remain neutral and offer a bal- 
ance of viewpoints. We invite readers who wish to express their opinions to send a letter to 
the editor to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Word limit for the newspaper is 350, for the 
website, 500. RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


FELTON TECH SQUAD 
Felton's Tech Squad is providing free basic tech support for older adults and people 
with disabilities in the Richmond District. Ask questions regarding how to navigate your smart- 
phone, tablet or laptop. Drop-in for a one-on-one session in English, Russian, Cantonese or 
Mandarin. Friday, Feb. 2, 1:30-3 p.m. at the Richmond Branch Library (351 Ninth Ave.). For 
more information, call 415-474-1558 or email techsquad@felton.org. 


FREE EVENTS AT THE SF PUBLIC LIBRARY, RICHMOND BRANCH 
351 NINTH AVE., 415-355-5600 

CHILDREN/FAMILY PROGRAMS: 
"Storytime." Playtime follows directly after Storytime. Limited to 46 participants, tickets re- 
quired. Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 11-11:30 a.m. 
"Storytime: For Babies.” Playtime follows directly after the Storytime. Limited to 46 partici- 
pants, tickets required. Mondays, 11-11:30 a.m. 
“Activity: Lego Free Play." Build skyscrapers, forts, castles or whatever your imagination desires 
with LEGO. For ages 5 and older. Feb. 13, 3:30-5 p.m. 
PROGRAMS FOR TEENS: 
"Film: ‘Miss Juneteenth.’” Turquoise Jones is a single mom who holds down a household, a 
rebellious teenager and pretty much everything that goes down at her job. She is also a bona 
fide beauty queen, once crowned the winner of the Miss Juneteenth Pageant. Life did not turn 
out as beautifully as the title promised, but Turquoise, determined to right her wrongs, is 
cultivating her daughter, Kai, to become Miss Juneteenth, even if Kai wants something else. 
NR, 86 min., 103 min., Closed captions (CC) in English. Thursday, Feb. 29, 4-6 p.m. 
PROGRAMS FORALL AGES: 
"Refuse Refuse: Neighborhood cleanup and Storytime.” Led by community member Vince 
Yuen, meet at the 10th Avenue door of the Richmond Library to help with neighborhood clean- 
up. Every second Tuesday of the month. Feb. 13, 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
ADULT PROGRAMS: 
"Breath Meditation and Gentle Yoga with Don Narin." Guided meditation for calming and joint 
stress release with gentle form of yoga that anyone can do. No movement beyond what is 
comfortable for you. Very relaxing and calming. Every Thursday, 11 a.m.-noon. 
"Tutorial: Traditional Chinese dessert Fa Gao.” Learn how to make a traditional Chinese dessert 
fa gao in celebration of Lunar New Year of Dragon. Participants will leave with instructions on 
how to make fa gao at home. Space is limited. Reservations required: 415-355-5600. Thurs- 
day, Feb. 1, 2-3 p.m. 
"Tutorial: Tech Savy at 60+." Learn the basics of tablets and iPhones. It is a seven-class se- 
ries. Please bring your own devices: Apple/Android. The class is taught in Cantonese. Space is 
limited, please reserve: 415-355-5600. This program is in partnership with Self-Help for the 
Elderly. Wednesday, Feb. 14, 1:30-2:15 p.m. 
"Tutorial: Drop-In Tech Support for Older Adults with the Felton Institute Tech Squad." Get one- 
on-one help with your phone or tablet, searching the Internet, setting up an email account and 
other basic computer tasks. Cantonese-speaking Tech Squad members are available to assist, 
Friday, Feb. 2, 1:30 -3 p.m. 
"Services: Cal Fresh Applications Assistance." CalFresh is a governmental program for people 
with low incomes who meet federal income eligibility requirements. CalFesh application help 
is provided from 3:30-4:30 p.m. by the staff of the Felton Institute. Friday, Feb. 2, 3:30-4:30 
p.m. 
"Read Together, Silent Book Club.” Bring any book (fiction or nonfiction) for a period of silent 
reading followed by a discussion when you share what you are reading with others. The club 
meets every other Wednesday. Wednesdays, Feb. 7 and 21, 3-5 p.m. 
"Workshop: Growing Orchids - Tips for the San Francisco Climate.” Learn about cool, 
temperate, and tropical zone orchids. Which type is good for you? Get to know cool growing 
orchids for San Francisco such as Masdevallia, Cymbidiums as well as everyone's favorite 
indoor orchid - the Phaelaenopsis. Discover how to successfully re-pot your orchid, water, feed 
and get them to re-bloom, and ways to deal with common pests and diseases. Saturday, Feb. 
10, 11 a.m-12:30 p.m. 


FREE CONCERT 
Thrashley, Remedy Feelin’ (Richmond District band) and CJ Lawrence, Thee 
Parkside, 1600 17th St., Sunday, Feb. 18, Twang matinee 4-7 p.m., free for all ages. 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Happy February birthday to Oscar Alonso, Dave Bardfeld, Ezaad Bastani, Paul Bradlyn, Clara 
and Michelle, Darian Costa, Ronnie Davis, Melissa Deng, Astrid and Doug Downen, Brendan 
Fox, Pamela Hirchak, Missy Keehan, Eloise Kelsey, Effie Lee, Howard and Jason Michael Leigh, 
Abigail Lue Jamie Lue, Justin Lue, Roosevelt Lue, Riley McLaughlin, Cesar Melero, Kelly Poole, 
Ryder Sanders, Paul Stella, Santina Maria Sullivan, Kimberley Thompson, Courtney Wong and 
Edwina Yuan. To add a name to the monthly birthday list, email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews. 
com. Free. 


LUNAR NEW YEAR CELEBRATION 
The Richmond District Lunar New Year celebration will be held on Saturday, Feb. 3 at 
the Richmond Neighborhood Center. Learn more at richmondsf.org. 


MEETTHE EDITOR OF THE RICHMOND REVIEW 

Meet the editor of the Richmond Review: You are invited to meet with Michael Durand, 
editor and publisher of the Richmond Review and Sunset Beacon newspapers and the Rich- 
mondSunsetNews.com website. Bring your story ideas, feedback, suggestions, questions, 
announcement items and advertising inquiries. We are also welcoming new writers and pho- 
tographers interested in contributing stories and photos. The Meet the Editor session is at the 
One Richmond storefront, 802 Clement St., every second Thursday of the month, 1-2:30 p.m. 
For more information, call 415-706-6428 or email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Sched- 
uled appointments not necessary but appreciated. 


NEW GYM IN OUTER RICHMOND 

The Culture SF opened its doors to the public in September 2023 at 24th Avenue 
and Clement Street. Founded by Lerocman Hall and Mariea Santiago, this minority-owned 
gym aims to foster an inclusive and empowering fitness community. Lerocman and Mariea 
envisioned a space that transcends conventional fitness centers, emphasizing diversity and 
support. They offer various membership options designed to accommodate individuals with 
different fitness aspirations and backgrounds. The Culture SF is committed to promoting well- 
ness, diversity and community engagement. Learn more at theculturesf.com. 


ONLINE-ONLY CONTENT 
Visit our website, to find features that you can't find in the newspaper. Look for “Cooking 
Together,” by Shanta Nimbark Sacharoff, “Overtures and Undertows,” a column by Noma 
Faingold, a talented writer and longtime contributor to the Richmond Review and Sunset Bea- 
con newspapers and "A Shot of Salvation” by Deno Gellepes. Check out the recent "Photos of 
the Month" gallery. RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


‘PHOTOS OF THE MONTH’ ONLINE GALLERY 
Photographers are invited to submit three of their best photos for consideration to be 
published in the “Photos of the Month" gallery on RichmondSunsetNews.com. The website 
averages 20,000 views per month. Please submit photos as jpegs on the 15th of each month. 
For more information, email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com or call 415-706-6428. 


REFUSE REFUSE CLEANUPS 
SF Village Cleanup, Thursday, Feb. 1, 10:30 a.m.-noon, mobilize.us/togethersf/event/413075/. 
One Richmond Cleanup, Thursday, Feb. 1, 3:30-4:30 p.m., mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/528372/. 
Morning Coffee Cleanup, Feb. 2, 8-9 a.m., mobilize.us/togethersf/event/513212/. 
Clement Street Happy Hour Cleanup, Friday, Feb. 2, 3:30-5 p.m.,mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/437706/. 
KEEP Ocean Beach Clean, Saturday, Feb. 3, 10-11:30 a.m., mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/399341/. 
KEEP Ocean Beach Clean, Saturday, Feb. 10, 10-11:30 a.m., 
event/399341/. 
Richmond Library Cleanup, Tuesday, Feb. 13, 3:30-4:30 p.m., 
event/553131/. 
KEEP Ocean Beach Clean, Saturday, Feb. 17, 10-11:30 a.m., 
event/399341/. 
Richmond District Cleanup, Saturday, Feb. 24, 10 a.m-noon, 
event/441884/. 
KEEP Ocean Beach Clean, Saturday, Feb. 24, 10-11:30 a.m., 
event/399341/. 


mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
mobilize.us/togethersf/ 


mobilize.us/togethersf/ 


NEIGHBORHOOD WALKING GROUPS FOR SENIORS 

Join other seniors on weekly/biweekly walks in your neighborhood. Currently, the 
walks are in the Inner Richmond and at Stern Grove. More walks in the Richmond and Sunset 
are being planned. Find the next walk on Meetup.com and search for "San Francisco 50+ 
Neighborhood Walking Groups," or sign up for our newsletter at sfwalking.beehiiv.com. 

If you would prefer to wait until a group is established near you, or if you are interested in 
starting a group in your neighborhood, contact Richard at richwei94102@gmail.com or 415- 
562-6075. 


STAMP COLLECTOR AND STAMP COLLECTIONS 
Stamp collector is buying stamps and stamp collections. | am buying “older stamps” from 
the 1800s to 1930. American Philatelic Society member since 1986. Pictures are appreciated. 
Call or text message 415-533-0761. 


TAKING A BREAK 
Brian Quan is scheduled to resume his column next month. Julie Pitta’s column can be found 
at RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


THANK YOU! 

Sincere thanks to the Richmond Review readers who generously donate to the Pat- 
reon funding campaign. Your contribution helps keep us financially healthy. If you signed up 
and haven't recieved Richmond Review branded products (tote bag, pens, coffee mug, hat or 
shirt), please send an email to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com.We would also like to share 
just your name in the paper to thank you. Please let us know if thatis OK. To donate, please visit 
our website to sign up for our Patreon campaign, send a check to Richmond Review, P.O. Box 
16035, SF, CA, 94116 or send via PayPal to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Thank you! 


Announcements: $1 per word, 20 word minimum. Share birthday greetings, wed- 
dings, anniversaries, births, obituaries, graduations, sports highlights, business 
accomplishments, retirements, college admissions, etc. 


Announcements run in the Richmond Review and Sunset Beacon newspapers 
(36,200 copies) and on RichmondSunsetNews.com (avergae of 20,000 views per 
month). Ads must be pre-paid. Deadline: 22nd of the month. Mail check to: P.O. 
Box 16035, S.F.,CA 94116 or use PayPal to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Call 
415-706-6428 or email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com for more details. 


FREE: Add a name to the monthly birthday list or a community event announce- 
ments free of charge. 


We support small businesses: Free announcements for small businesses celebrat- 
ing an anniversary or other significant milestone or event. Send announcement to 
Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. 
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Paid Political Advertisement 


For a City We Can 
Al! Believe In. 


DEMOCRAT DANIEL LURIE FOR MAYOR. 


As the CEO of a nationally renowned and successful 
anti-poverty organization, Daniel built a career taking on 
tough problems and delivering results. He believes City Hall 
can and must do better. As Mayor, he will bring people 
together from every corner of San Francisco to tackle the 
toughest challenges facing the Richmond and our City. 


Helped 6,000 people transition out of 
homelessness. 


Built 145 housing units for the formerly 
homeless - on time and under budget. 


Raised $500 million to provide housing and 
job opportunities for hundreds of thousands 


of families struggling with addiction, 
mental illness, and homelessness. 


DANIEL LURIE’S 


Get serious about public safety and clean 
up our streets. 


Increase specialized care units and provide 
shelter beds for anyone who needs them. 


Stop smash and grabs and shut down 
open-air drug markets. 


Cut red tape and the maze of regulations 
that burden small businesses. 


A 


d paid for by Believe in SF Lurie for Mayor 2024 
Ad Committee’s Top Funders 
1. Miriam ‘Mimi’ Haas ($1,000,000) 
2. Jan Koum ($250,000) 
3. Oleg Nodelman ($250,000) 
This advertisement was not authorized by a candidate or a committee controlled by a candidate. 
Financial disclosures are available at sfethics.org. 
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Left: View of the grocery store of Adolph G. Trefz on the southeast corner of Balboa Street and Fourth 
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Avenue circa 1915. Photo cour- 


tesy of a private collector/Western Neighborhoods Project/OpenSFHistory. Right: The business on the same corner today is S.R. Free- 
man, a construction company which also has offices in Lake Tahoe, Healdsburg, Los Gatos, Woodside and Los Altos Hills, according 
to its website. Photo by Michael Durand. 


Firefighting 
Continued from page 1 


tion B passed — with 82% in favor — for 
a bond of $628.5 million to improve 
post-earthquake firefighting infrastruc- 
ture. 

While much of that bond money 
was slated for making firehouses and 
other firefighting infrastructure more 
earthquake resistant, more than $151 
million of it was allotted for expansion 
of the EFWS system into the westside 
neighborhoods. 

In June of 2021, the SFPUC pre- 
sented a plan showing EFWS pipelines 
running north from a pump station at 
Lake Merced through neighborhoods 
in the outer Sunset and Richmond dis- 
tricts, listing them as “funded” by the 
bond money. 

Ata meeting of the Board of Supervi- 
sors’ Government Audit and Oversight 
Committee in 2023, however, a revised 
plan showed the proposed pipelines for 
the entire Richmond District west of 
12th Avenue as “unfunded,” as was the 
Outer Sunset District pipeline running 
north of Lawton Street. 

At the most recent meeting last 
month, District 1 Supervisor Con- 
nie Chan said the original estimate 
the BOS and the voters were given is 
wrong. 

The original estimate to build out the 
system was roughly about $15 million 
per mile, but after a more up-to-date 
cost estimate taking inflation into ac- 
count, they learned it is actually rough- 
ly about $42 million per mile. 

“And that’s a very significant change 
and it requires some real effort,” Chan 
said. 

“The project’s greatest challenge 
is that the most recent cost estimate 
produces significantly higher project 
costs than previously estimated in the 
planning phase. The higher costs are 
primarily due to scope refinement and 


THANK YOU TO OUR 
PATREON BUSINESS PARTNERS 
AND SUPPORTERS 


The Beauty Network 
Gaslight & Shadows 
Antiques 
Glynn Realty 
Noise 


To learn how your business can sign up 
to be a Patreon business partner, 
visit RichmondSunsetNews.com, 

call 415-706-6428 or 
email Editor@Richmond 
SunsetNews.com. 


Please thank and support 
our business sponsors! 


addition of design details,’ said the 
SFPUC’s Director of Water Capital 
Programs Katie Miller. “Also, post- 
COVID market conditions have sig- 
nificantly higher materials and labor 
costs and we’re seeing that with all our 
capital improvement projects across 
the board.” 

“In addition, the SFPUC has eval- 
uated what costs should appropriate- 
ly be funded by water 10-year capital 
program bond funding, which we have 
concluded is the cost for the seismi- 
cally reliable water pipelines,” Miller 
said. “This has resulted in a significant 
proposed increase in the water CIP 
(Capital Improvement Program) bond 
funding in the SFPUC’s 10-year capital 
improvement budget that is proposed 
to our commission.” 

“Previously we committed $55 mil- 
lion, and now we’re recommending 
$145 million over 10 years to fund 
these pipelines. This will go to our 
commission this month for approval in 
February,” she said. 

Since 2010, three bond measures 
have been passed, totaling $308 mil- 
lion for EFWS system improvements 
or 21% of all funds raised by those 
bonds for improving public safety in- 
frastructure, with most of the rest go- 
ing to fire or police stations and other 
emergency facilities. 

The City’s Office of Resilience and 
Capital Planning Director Brian Strong 
says the General Obligation Bond 
(GOB) program will be up to $4 billion 
by 2045; the City’s entire capital plan 
for the next 10 years is $2.1 billion. 

The next bond program is scheduled 
for 2028 and is estimated to be $310 
million. 

“We would love that to go higher, but 


San Francisco 
Water Power Sewer 


SS Services of the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission 
Legend 
= Existing EFWS 
Streets 
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* — Future Fireboat Manifold 


Unfunded EFWS 
Pipe Diameter 
aeeneuas 24" 
suensee 36" 
Pump Stations 

@ Central 


we’re going to need to see property val- 
ues go up before we’re likely to see that 
number go up or we’re going to have to 
make some decisions about changing 
the cap that we’ve put in place for our 
geo-bond program,” Strong said. 

“The discussions about how that 
$310 million bond is going to be split 
between fire stations, police stations 
and EFWS is to be determined,” he 
said. “We’ve already been approached 
by both police and fire and likely in the 
next update to the capital plan, which 
will start in September or so, we’ll be- 
gin to have those discussions about how 
we think about splitting this amount in 
a way that’s fair for everyone.” 

Current plans do not include a new 
seawater pump station on the City’s 
west side. This is one of two conten- 
tious points that critics of the SFPUC’s 
plans have been arguing about for 
years. 

The other is the SFPUC’s plan to 
abandon the idea of an entirely separate 
pipeline system for post-earthquake 
firefighting on the west side and instead 
combine it with the potable water sys- 
tem that serves everyday uses. 

Critics, including former fire de- 
partment officials, say that because 
the Hetch Hetchy water supply comes 
from more than 167 miles away, cross- 
es three major earthquake faults, goes 
under the bay and then parallels the 
San Andreas Fault for 25 miles up the 
peninsula, it is foolish to use potable 
water from reservoirs to fight fires if 
seawater is an alternative. 

“What happens if you use up all your 
drinking water?” said Tom Doudiet, 
former SFFD deputy fire chief who 
oversaw the pipeline expansion before 
2010, when then-Mayor Gavin New- 


som moved the program from the fire 
department to the SFPUC in an attempt 
to balance the City budget. “How do 
you know that you’re going to be able 
to restore your drinking water supply in 
the days and weeks and maybe months 
after the earthquake?” 

“The co-benefit pipelines will have 
Lake Merced water, so it is non-po- 
table,’ Miller of the SFPUC told the 
Board’s committee last month. “We 
will do that for ‘the big one,’ but we 
will start putting the fires out, espe- 
cially after a smaller earthquake or if it 
seems manageable, we’ll start with the 
potable system first. 

“We'll start with seeing what we can 
do and when the fire department says, 
‘that’s not enough,’ we’ve got to go to 
Lake Merced. Then it’s a boil-water 
order for the City or for that outer re- 
gion,” Miller said. “But the benefit is 
that it’s a singular pipeline, a singular 
pipe loop, that after the fires are put 
out, we can disinfect that pipeline pret- 
ty quickly. Our guys can do that in less 
than 24 hours with chlorine bleach. 

“And then we will have that pota- 
ble pipeline network that people can 
get water from,” she explained. “Most 
likely, that big of an earthquake, we’re 
going to be issuing a boil-water order 
citywide anyway because there are go- 
ing to be multiple pipeline breaks. So, 
coming back from that big, big earth- 
quake is going to just take a long time 
of recovery. 

“We feel like having this pipeline 
that we can get potable water back in 
within 24 hours and be able to have 
people be able to walk to fire hydrants 
and get potable water is going to be a 
major, major improvement for emer- 
gency recovery.” 


Potable EFWS Current Funding 


@ Lake Merced 
@ Sunset 


Solid Lines = Funded Pipeline Alignment 


May 2023 Draft Conceptual 
Engineering Report 

¢ Pipeline Cost Increase 

¢ Fireboat Manifold Cost Increase 


Funding Solutions 
Cost Saving Alternatives 


Prioritization of Projects 

Water CIP to fund “fair share:” 

* 55% ESER, 45% Water CIP for 
PEFWS pipeline 

* 100% ESER for EFWS 
components 


Schedule Solutions 
Water to fund Planning/Design for 
“shovel ready” projects in 2028 
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FOR CALIFORNIA STATE SENATE 


cynthia4senate.org 


email: cynthia4senate@gmail.com X: @cynthia4senate 
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Commentary 


Paul Kozakiewicz 
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Change the DCCC 


The results of the California 
primary election on March 5 
could shape the future of San 
Francisco. 

At the moment, we are 
facing many potential pitfalls 
that are a result of poor deci- 
sion making. Our leadership 
has been unfocused and inept 
at creating the social change 
promised to create a better 
city. That includes SF Mayor 
London Breed and the pro- 
gressive-leaning members of 
the SF Board of Supervisors. 

Voters will determine the 
makeup of the 24-member SF 
Democratic County Central 
Committee (DCCC), which 
controls important candidate 
endorsements and financial 
and volunteer support. Many 
of the City’s 300,000 Dem- 
ocrats take the DCCC slate 
card seriously and follow its 


recommendations. 

Control of the DCCC was 
crucial to the building of the 
Willie Brown and John Bur- 
ton political machines. Now, 
progressives rule the roost. 

The progressive DCCC sup- 
ported failed SF District At- 
torney Chesa Boudin during 
his recall campaign and it 
refused to support the recall of 
three school board members 
who went off the rails. 

It also supported Prop. J in 
the November 2022 election, 
the pandemic-inspired mea- 
sure that permanently closed 
the eastern end of JFK Drive 
in Golden Gate Park. 

One organization focused 
on changing the DCCC and 
getting the City back on 
track is SF Democrats for 
Change. The group aims to 
champion issues to fix our 


FBI COMMUNITY ROUNDTABLE 


PROTECT YOURSELF 
FROM FINANCIAL SCAMS 


Join Local Law Enforcement for a 
Presentation on Current Financial Scams 
Featuring 


SF COUNTY SHERIFF PAUL MIYAMOTO 


FBI SPECIAL AGENT 
SFPD REPRESENTATIVE 


Thursday, February 8 
1am to 1pm 
Hosted by the 
Richmond Station 
Community Room 
461 6th Ave 
San Francisco 
(Cantonese translation provided) 
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City’s problems and boost 

our economy. Democrats for 
Change focuses on candidates 
who support “public safety, 
affordable housing and quality 
public schools.” 

The slate of 10 candidates 
many moderate voters are 
supporting are: Former SF Su- 
pervisor Michela Alioto-Pier, 
Sara Barz, Dan Calamuci, 
Mike Chen, Lanier Coles, 
Parag Gupta, Marjan Philhour, 
Brian Quan, SF Supervisor 
Catherine Stefani and Jade Tu. 

Registered Democratic vot- 
ers in District 19 will elect 10 
members of the 24-member 
San Francisco DCCC. Demo- 
crats in Assembly District 17 
will choose the remaining 14 
members. 

For more information, go to 
sfdemocratsforchange.org. 

Some progressives are put- 
ting forth a narrative that bil- 
lionaires are trying to buy the 
Democratic Party by working 
to change the makeup of the 
DCCC. That’s hogwash. 

One candidate running for 
DCCC is Richmond Dis- 
trict resident Brian Quan, a 
Richmond Review columnist 
and president of the Chinese 
American Democratic Club. 
He is not some corporate shill 
trying to overtake the DCCC 


for the benefit of billionaires. 
Many mainstream Dem- 
ocrats and Independents are 
just trying to steer a clear 
course back to common 
decency, a safer city and a 
prosperous business commu- 
nity. That’s why a rigorous 
effort is being made to change 
the makeup of the DCCC. 
On the Republican Party 
side of the ticket, my friend 
Howard Epstein forwarded 
a moderate slate comprised 
of: Epstein, Rudy Asercion, 
Joseph Bleckman, John Den- 
nis, Rodney Leong, Monika 
Rothenbuhler, Philip Wing, 
Jacob Spangler, Lisa Remmer, 
Bob Rintel, Yvette Corkrean, 
Jason Clark and Tom Sleck- 
man. 


Californians Have 

Right to Choose Judges 

California voters have the 
right to confirm or deny a 
state judge every six years, 
according to the California 
Constitution. 

If residents do not think a 
particular judge is serving the 
public’s interest, they have 
the power to remove the judge 
and vote for an alternative 
candidate. 

There are those who feel 
judges should be given a 


Need Expert Professional 


Real Estate Services? 


Contact John Lee today for a free consultation: 
(415) 465-0505 or johnlee@isellsf.com 


As your Trusted Advisor 


I will listen carefully to all your real estate needs and desires, 
and share with you my experience, perspective, and expertise. 


As your Skilled Negotiator 
I will help you explore all options. I will respect your 
confidentiality. I will steadfastly represent your best interests. 


As your Expert Facilitator 
I will assemble, coordinate, and assist your team of service 
providers. I will lead your transaction to a successful close. 


Smart. Empathic. 


Experienced. Dedicated. 


COMPASS 


Serving as your local newspaper columnist for the past 25 years! 


www.isellsf.com 


lifetime appointment, but that 
leaves little recourse for those 
who are being victimized by 
judges’ bad decisions. 

According to Stop Crime 
SF, a non-partisan organi- 
zation that ranks the per- 
formance of sitting judges, 
Superior Court judges Patrick 
Thompson and Michael 
Begert are failing to safeguard 
the public’s safety by con- 
tinually releasing dangerous 
criminals who are likely to 
commit new crimes. 

Stop Crime SF rated 10 of 
the 12 judges up for review 
favorably (stopcrimesf.com). 

In a civilized society, there 
must be consequences for ille- 
gal and destructive behaviors, 
like selling drugs on our city 
streets. It is our failure that we 
do not rehabilitate criminals 
or provide them with mean- 
ingful job training or adequate 
mental health services. 

There are two imminently 
qualified candidates on the 
March 5 ballot to replace the 
challenged judges for a seat 
on the Superior Court of San 
Francisco. 

Jean Myungjin Roland has 
served as a San Francisco 
prosecutor for 23 years, fight- 
ing for the victims of domes- 
tic violence, gang violence, 
elder abuse, narcotics and 
general felony crimes. 

“Judges must balance pub- 
lic safety, accountability and 
compassion,” Roland said. 

For more information, go to 
jeanforjudge.com. 

Chip Zechler, 59, has 
practiced law for more than 
30 years. He wants to “pro- 
mote public safety and justice 
and assure that our judges are 
providing adequate account- 
ability.” 

For more information, go to 
chipforsfjudge.com. 

On March 5, vote “yes” 
to support Jean Myungjin 
Roland and Chip Zechler, 
two top-flight attorneys who 
deserve to sit on the Superior 
Court bench. 


SFPUC Fans Flames of 
Potential Disaster 

There wasn’t a lot of press 
coverage about the San Fran- 
cisco Public Utilities Com- 
mission’s (SFPUC) decision 
last year to shortchange the 
Richmond District on its fire- 
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Ms. Marian’s Dance Garden 


Voted “BEST DANCE STUDIO” in the Richmond District by readers of the Richmond Review! 


It’s not too late to join us for SPRING 2024 semester! 


New classes! New staff! New studio! 


Check our website for complete list of Dance and 
Movement. NOW OFFERING...Classes for ALL ages! 


— Infants/Toddlers (6-36 mo) 


— PreK - 8th Graders 
— Teens & Adults 


Ten years of joyful teaching, learning, and dancing! 


Creative Movement, Ballet, Pointe, Contemporary, 
Acro, Tap (kids + parent/kids combo), Hip Hop, 
K-Pop Performance Class, Ballet Fitness for Teens+ 
Adults, Partner/Wedding Dances, Private Pilates 
Reformer, Sewing BEES (for kids + adult students!), 


Annual Dance Recital 


For full description, visit: WWW. DanceGardenSF.com : 415-377-2351 
5841 Geary Blvd/22nd & 23rd Ave -: San Francisco, CA 94121 


February 2024 
Kozakiewicz 
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sure line is designed to survive and 
deliver water for city firefighters. 

But, lo and behold, the SFPUC 
miscalculated its cost estimates so the 
crucial firefighting line will now have 
to terminate in the Sunset. 

The Outer Richmond, which 
includes the V.A. Hospital, is to be 
sacrificed to a conflagration due to the 
lack of urgency, poor planning and 
incompetence of the SFPUC. 

Paul Kozakiewicz is an editor with 
the Richmond Review and Sunset Bea- 
con newspapers. 


fighting ability. 

The PUC originally announced it 
had the resources to build a high pres- 
sure, earthquake-resistant water main 
from Lake Merced to the Richmond 
to deliver water for firefighting after 
a disaster. As it stands now, the City’s 
high-pressure water line stops at 12th 
Avenue. 

If the primary water mains are bro- 
ken in an earthquake, the high-pres- 


Joe’s Ice Cream 
5420 Geary Blvd. 
415-751-1950 


Connect with us online: 
joesicecream.com 


ICECREAM & BURGERS 


CUT 


A Richmond District /‘”stagram.com/joesicecreamsf 


Favorite Since 1959! ‘acebook.com/joesicecreamsf 
TRY OUR DELICIOUS BURGERS, CRISPY FRIES, HOT DOGS, SALADS AND MORE 
Voted “Best Ice Cream” in the 2022/23 “Best of the Richmond District” 


survey by the readers of the Richmond Review newspaper. 


RICHMOND DISTRICT 


LUNAR NEW YEAR 


FA KAS eek! 
SATURDAY 2/3/24 © 3:30pm - 7:30pm 


The Richmind THE RICHMOND NEIGHBORHOOD CENTER 
NESSABOR HSE Caray 741 30TH AVENUE, SAN FRANCISCO 


Cat's Pet Supply 


We love being a part of the Richmond 
District community and that wouldn’t be 
possible if it weren't for each and every 
one of our loyal customers and your pets. 
Thank you for being a part of our lives! 


Bring in this ad for $5 off your purchase of $25 or more! 
Limit one per customer + Cannot be applied to Orijen or Acana + Expires Feb. 29, 2024 


5950 California Street @ 22nd Avenue « 415-386-1720 


@ Sunset CHIE Cultural District ® 
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2024 SUNSET LUNAR 
NEW YEAR FESTIVAL 


20245 BE ReMi 


Sunday February 11, 2024 

9am to 2pm 

20244725110 £880 - FoF FF 
Program begins at 10am - iB E4-1034a98 


Outer Sunset Farmer’s Market and Mercantile 
(on 37th Ave at Pacheco Street) 
Heh: WAS eam 


(7£37Ai8 RPacheco#y) 
Performances! 33H! 
Activities! 354! 
Food! #44! 
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PUBLIC 
SAFETY 
N@wW! 


A Community Forum for 
Neighbors and Merchants 


Wednesday, February 7, 2024 
6:00-7:30 PM 
Richmond Recreation Center 
251 18th Avenue 


HEAR from public safety leaders and 
neighborhood groups who are taking initiative 
and advancing public safety in the Richmond. 


LEARN how we can work together and what you 
can do NOW make the neighborhood safer. 


ACT to improve safety and make a difference in 
the community. RSVP 
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for Supervisor 


Paid for by Vote Marjan Philhour for Supervisor 2024. 
Financial disclosures are available at sfethics.org. 


Find us on Facebook: SF Richmond Review 


MIKE STACK 


ESTATE SPECIALIST 


RICHMOND DISTRICT REAI 


Single Family Homes | Condominiums | Apartment Buildings 


415.580.9095 


mikestack@vanguardsf.com 
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VOTE BRIONES 
REPUBLICANS FOR RCCC 


ON MARCH STH 


(2) The Briones Society 


Security Professional 


Grazia Monares 


Small Business Owner 


Jan Diamond 
Real Estate Partner, 
Community Advocate 


Jay Donde 
Attorney, CAGOP Delegate 


Jennifer Yan 


Technology Investor 


Jeremiah Boehner 
Marketing Professional, 
U.S. Army Veteran 


Martha Conte 


Marketing/Branding 
Professional, Civic Leader 


Nick Berg 


Real Estate Executive 


Peter Elden 


Real Estate Executive 


Tom Rapkoch 


Product Manager 


February 2024 


Sullivan's & Duggan's Serra Funeral Services 
6201 Geary Blvd., San Francisco corner of 26th 
FD228 


SULLIVAN'S and 
DUGGAN'S SERRA 


Funeral Services 


Proudly Serving 
Families in the Richmond District 


= = ‘ , 

Jonathon Travis, Lynne Shubunka & Fred Shevchenko, FDR 
For amore intimate and comforting experience 

in planning services 

* Your Local Neighborhood Funeral Providers 

* Cremation and Traditional Services 

* Pre-Planning Staff Available to Plan Your Services 

* Available 7 days a week to serve you 


Duggan's Serra Mortuary, Daly City FD1098 
6 Beautiful Chapels, 3 Indoor Reception Rooms 
3 Outdoor Reception Areas, Unlimited Parking 


For advertising information, call 415-706-6428 or email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com 


Our community has the right 
to health care 


We can help you 
enroll in Medi-Cal 


sthp.org/enrollnow 
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